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“POLITICS, U. S. A.” 


ANNOUNCER: For more than twenty years, America's Town Meeting has provided 
a national platform for the debate of the political issues and personalities which 
have highlighted the five Presidential electicns during Town Meeting's two decades 
on the air. Tonight, on this special documentary broadcast, you will hear again the 
voices of many who have since passed from our political scene. You will hear again 
the sharp debate over national controversies which have held the enter of attention 
in campaigns from the early years of the New Deal to the present Eisenhower era. 

The next hour will bring you the voices of President Eisenhower, Franklin Roosevelt, 
Wendell Willkie, Harold Ickes, Hugh Johnson, Robert A, Taft, Alben W, Barkley, Norman 
Thomas, Adlai Stevenson and many others, -- and recorded debates from Town Meetings 
since May, 1935, This is "POLITICS, U.S.A." 

As narrator on this occasion, we welcome to Town Meeting the well-known actor, 
Will Rogers, Jr. Mr. Rogers 

MR. ROGERS: Good evening, friends, My father once said Politics is the best 
show in America! 

WILL ROGERS: The Democrats are the "Middle of the Road" party. The Republi- 
cans ere the "Straddle the Road" party. I hereby nominate Mr. Henry Ford for Presi- 
dent and christen the party the "All Over the Road" party. 

MR. ROGERS: Politics is one thing all of us can do something about. At least, 
we can talk about it and we've been talking about it ever since this Republic was 
born, Tonight you're going to hear about some political issues long since forgotten 
in our concern over more immediate problems, We might call this Town Meeting sort of 
a refresher course in American politics, 

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: First of all, let me assert my firm belief that the only 
thing we have to fear is fear itself, nameless, unreasoning, unjustified terror which 
paralyzes needed effort to convert retreat into advance. 

MR. ROGERS: When Town Meeting first went on the air twenty-one years ago, 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt was completing his first term in the Presidency. 

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: I am fighting, as I always have fought, for the rights 
of the Tittle man as well as the big man -- for the weak as well as the strong -- for 
those who are helpless as well as those who can help themselves, 

MR. ROGERS: A political philosophy called the 'New Deal' -- born in the dark 
days of depression -- raised heated controversies over basic issues of government, 
some of which still are debated today. In 1935, all America was concerned with re- 
covery and Town Meeting found mich grist for the mills of debate, 

SEN. BLACK: Go back to '28, go back to '32! Are you willing to back to those 
glorious days when 15,000,000 people walked the streets and highways of America begging 
for bread; when business, that great business that they said you had to let alone, ' 
which neither Harding, Coolidge or Hoover ever lifted one finger to control was given 
absolutely free rein in the saddle, holding the bit in their mouth, Ah, talk about 
business going to the bad, There was no business in 1932. Of course, they were not 
making money then =~ some of them. There wasn't any to make. You can't sell goods 
with 15,000,000 people wholly and completely out of funds to buy; with 30,000,000 
farmers getting five cents for their cotton and ten cents for their corn, when they 
didn't burn it up, and twenty-five cents for their wheat; and wearing clothes, instead 
of those manufactured in New York, taking the old fertilizer sacks and washing them 
out and putting them on the children that went to school the few days they were left 
to go to school -- in those good, old, glorious days when business was let alone. After 
those glorious days, I had an indictment drawn up here to show you just what aides pen 
from those old days when business was let alone, but I don't have to remind you of it 
Your memories are not that short, The American people have not forgotten and the ; 
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American people will not forget in November, 1936, Just as sure as you live, the 
people of this country in November, 1936, by the most overwhelming vote that has ever 
been cast in American history, are going to march to the polls and enthusiastically 
send Franklin D, Roosevelt right back to the White House, 

MR, ROGERS: Those were the words of Alabama Senator Hugo L, Black, speaking 
on Town Meeting in December, 1935. With a different view was Merwin K. Hart, at that 
time President of the New York State Economic Council, 

MR. HART: Mr. Chairman, the next time I am offered the opportunity to debate 
with Senator Black, I hope that you will fix two hours as the period, because I can 
see that Senator Black needs to learn something about the private enterprise of this 
country -- something he does not know. As I have listened to these furious attacks 
on business at the hands of Senator Black, I am amazed. Now the Senator has said that 
when he was here in New York several years ago he saw bread lines and now he says you 
don't see them any more, Well, what's happened? Why, these poor, unemployed people 
have been taken from one place and they've been put down in another place, And they're 
there, just the same, And here we have the phenomenon, after all these wonderful 
things that Senator Black says that he and the Administration have been doing down in 
Washington for these unemployed, we have the remarkable situation that we've got almost 
as many unemployed today as we had then and the peak of the costs has been reached and 
passed, 

MR. ROGERS: Destined to become one of the most influential and popular figures 
in the Democratic party -- and eventually attain the Vice-Presidency -~ Senator Alben 
Barkley of Kentucky told Town Meeting listeners: 

SEN, BARKLEY: I challenge those who complain that we have robbed the people 
of their liberty to point to a single example not based on public welfare. I challenge 
those who weep over the destruction of the states and the demise of the Constitution to 
indicate where we have stabbed it and where it is buried. We have not destroyed the 
Constitution. We are not destroying the Constitution. But if a time ever comes when 
it shall be preserved only by assigning it to a shelf in some mseum where it may be 
looked at but never used, then the people themselves will destroy it and make another 
in its place, 

MR. ROGERS: Senator Barkley was answered by former Secretary of the Treasury, 
Ogden L, MillsSe 

MR. MILLIS: American opinion today is confused and divided, both as to the causes 
of the depression and the remedies for our present troubles, There are those who hold 
that our economic system is fundamentally defective; that its innate weaknesses caused 
the depression; and that it has neither the vitality nor the adaptability to generate 
recovery from within. They would supplant it with another system, under which an all- 
powerful central government is to regulate and direct all phases of our economic life 
down to the smallest detail, Recovery is not to come from within. It is to be imposed 
from without. The road to recovery, my friends, lies straight before us. All that 
keeps us from it is an administration that has not the capacity and perhaps not even 
the desire to find it, 

MR. ROGERS: Still another political philosophy was offered by Norman Thomas, 


six-time Presidential candidate on the Socialist ticket, 


MR. THOMAS: When I offer Socialism as a way out for America, I am not saying 
that it is the way which America is most likely to try. I am simply saying that it 
is the only desirable way out; and that it is a possible way out not blocked by any 
insurmountable barriers in the economic situation or in the psychology of American her- 
self 
; MR. ROGERS: Mr. Thomas, together with the Republican party's Alf Landon, sharply 

attacked the Roosevelt Administration in the campaign of 1936, but FDR won a landslide 
victory. Along about this time came one of the hottest political issues of the entire 
Roosevelt era -- the plan to enlarge the Supreme Court. Congressman Maury Maverick of 

as 
oa REP. MAVERICK: Why should a change be made in the High Court? The Supreme 
Court has knocked out almost everything the mass of the people want and must have, abe 
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we are to survive as a democracy. If a majority of the Court maintain their present 
views, not only will they destroy all factors relating of collective bargaining, but 
will even make it impossible for the national government to continue anything like | 
the WPA, or to intelligently aid the victims of floods and droughts. This situation 

is intolerable, 

MR. ROGERS: Senator Hugo Black, himself a few months later to be appointed 
to the High Court, spoke in favor of the ill-fated proposal, 

SEN. BLACK: This power to determine the number of federal judges, which is a 
part of the Constitution itself, is the one, single power which President Roosevelt 
has recently asked the Congress to use in order to serve the public good. Those who 
attack the President of the United States for suggesting the use of this power, given 
by the Constitution, are thereby attacking the wisdom, the integrity of the patriotism 
of our founding fathers, who established the Constitution itself, 

' MR. ROGERS: We had plenty of debatable issues on the domestic scene in those : 
days, but, meanwhile, some 3,000 miles away, war had broken out in Europe, | 

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: America hates war, America hopes for peace, Therefore, 
America actively engages in the search for peace, 

MR. ROGERS: But, to most people,’the oceans seemed mighty wide and the battles 
were far away. Some folks were more troubled about the possible threats of the New 
Deal to our traditional American freedoms, A staunch defender of the administration 
was its Secretary of the Interior, Harold Ickes, who matched wits with former NRA 
Administration, General Hugh 5S, Johnson. 

MR, ICKES: General Johnson thinks that I am eccentric in my political and 
social theories, and I am positive that he is. Thus far we are in agreement. I am 
fond of "Old Iron=-pants." I fancy the vigor of his expressions and relish the savor 
of his phrases, I like him particularly because, although he is a hard fighter, al- 
ways charging bravely, although sometimes simultaneously in all directions, he is a 
fair one. He does not hit below the belt. He can be, I am bound to say, generous 
in his attitude even if he is cockeyed as to many of his ideas, The dictatorship that 
General Johnson bemoans consists of policies and actions of the government that is 
personally distasteful to him, although in both expression and exercise, such actions 
come well within our constitutional powers. He is also strong for efficiency and he 
delights in knowledge of and comradeship with competent people. It would appear that 
General Johnson may not be willing to adjourn politics during a time of national crisis, 
but he boldly advocates that we adjourn democracy, I should like to conclude with 
these words of Jefferson: "Our difficulties are indeed great, if we consider ourselves 
ae But when viewed in comparison with those of Europe, they are the joys of Pari- 

se. 

MR. ROGERS: So, the issue was joined, 

GENERAL JOHNSON: Ladies and Gentlemen, and my dear Mr. Secretary, To defend 
a thing, you mst know what it is and what threatens it. What is democracy? I fear 
that Harold thinks democracy is anything that Tommy Corcoran says it is. How is our 
system threatened? Well, in the first place, democracy depends absolutely on the con- 
sent of the governed. The Declaration of Independence said that governments are justi- 
fied only to secure to the people life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, and that 
when they fail in that they are through. There are more ways than one to lese liberty 
and happiness, Massive public debts, unbearable taxes, unemployment of millions, in- 
ability of farmers and business men to make decent livings do themselves destroy both 
liberty and happiness, These conditions come from unconscionable extravagance and 
callous carelessness in laying merciless tax burdens, Debt and taxes interfere with 
human enterprise, employment and prosperity; and that certainly reduces both libert 
and happiness, I shall not take time to answer Mr. Ickes, I submit that he didn't, 
say anything. I think one of the greatest dangers to democracy of all, short of war 
itself, is the granting of temporary extraordinary powers inconsistent with democra 
to permanent bureaus of government, For you can write it in your books that if a 
of these powers are granted to permanent departments of government we may have Menai 
Roosevelt and my gracious opponent in office from now on, until death do us part. 
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MR. ROGERS : Then the Old Curmudgeon and General Johnson gathered 'round the 
mike for audience questions. Moderator Denny had his hands full, 

QUESTIONER: Secretary Ickes, hasn't the President as mch right to choose 
his advisers from among businessmen as he has from left-wing liberals who were never 
elected to office? 

MR. ICKES; I don't like a question that states a case, I'll answer any frank 
and honest question, but not a loaded one, 

QUESTIONER: Does the General honestly believe that the present administration 
is responsible for the large mmber of unemployed? 

GENERAL JOHNSON: Certainly not! 

QUESTIONER: Secretary Ickes, will not our national unity be augmented by a 
statement from our President that for a third term he will not choose to run? 

MR. ICKES: I'm not discussing politics tonight, 

MR. DENNY: No, that's on the third term, 

QUESTIONER: General Johnson, don't you think it's better for those among us 
who work to pay a little bit out of our salaries to those people who are not working 
and keep them off the bread lines? 

GENERAL JOHNSON: Of course, it would be, But I'll say to you there is a limit 
beyond which you can't go in doing that. You can possibly carry two-thirds of another 
person; maybe you can carry another person; but you can't carry three other persons, 
because you'll have a hump on your back that looks like a hairpin. 

QUESTIONER: Don't you think you could better defend democracy by upholding 
President Roosevelt, who was elected by the great majority of the American people? 

GENERAL JOHNSON: I don't regard the Fourth New Deal as democracy. I think 
they are two very separate things. Therefore, if I should attack the Fourth New Deal 
it's a cinch that in my heart I am not attacking democracy, So far as President 
Roosevelt is concerned, it has been my policy and my practice ever since he started 
to run for office to defend him when I thought he was right -- and I submit that nobody 
ever defended him any better -- and to criticize him when I thought he was wrong; and 
in my present position I will continue to do that until they put me in Alcatraz, 

QUESTIONER: Since the Secretary has devoted his entire speech to the adminis- 
tration of emergency powers in war time, are we to infer that the Administration 
definitely anticipates war? 

MR. ICKES: No, mt I might take an umbrella to my office without anticipating 
that it will rain, 

MR. ROGERS: Nevertheless, rain was on the horizon, It was 1939 and the shadows 
of war were lengthening in Europe. Here at home, business was in a slump and unemploy- 
ment was growing. The struggle between the New Deal and private enterprise continued 
with ever-increasing bitterness, 

SEN. TAFT: I should say that four-fifths of the businessmen, large and small, 
are against the present Administration, It is hard to work together with someone who 
is unfriendly to you and the truth is that the present Administration, however it may 
talk of breathing spells and business appeasement, is not, in the last analysis, 
friendly to the growth and development of private enterprise, There are a great many 
individuals in the government in Washington who are entirely mposed to the profit sys- 
tem. Government is certainly not friendly to business when it goes into business it- 
self, as in the TVA and many other enterprises in competition with existing business, 
for it is absolutely impossible for any individual business to compete successfully 
with the government, I would say that if business and government are going to work to- 
gether, the government must change the basic principles of its present policy, or the 
people mst change the government, 

MR. ROGERS: Never was there a stronger voice for the free enterprise system 
than Robert A. Taft of Ohio. Sharing the Town Meeting rostrum with him that night was 
Jerome Frank, Chairman of the Securities and Exchange Commission. 

MR. FRANK: The question being asked tonight is whether such government men can 
cooperete with businessmen, Before proceeding, let me say that when I accepted the 
invitation. to speak here tonight, I did not realize that I was to be on the program 
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with an avowed and distinguished candidate for Presidential nomination, and one who 
has already begun his campaign for office, as you may have observed this evening. I 
am a member of a nonpolitical commission -- required by law to consist of not more 
than three members of the same political party; and two of my colleagues are Republi- 
cans, they are not New Dealers, If we work together, it is because we are reasonable 
men and find it possible to do so. I shall confine myself to what I have from the 
first understood -- and I thought that Senator Taft had understood -- to be the ques- 
tion of the wening; not the policies or wisdom of legislation, but the question: Can 
government administrators and businessmen work together? I would bore you if I were 
merely to recite a complete list of the various agencies of the Federal Government 
constantly engaged in such cooperation. We in the SEC are engaged in the task of 
fortifying the American profit system in the interest of democracy. We, and enlightened 
farseeing businessmen can have no other objective. Our aim is and must be this -- a 
secure profit system under a secure democracy. And cooperation between government and 
business can achieve <= and is achieving -- that result, an indispensable result if 
America is to avert the alternative disasters of chaos or tyranny. 

MR. ROGERS: In another debate, Assistant Attorney General Robert H, Jackson 
stated the case for the government's role in supplying the needs of the people, 

MR. JACKSON: Business should get over thinking about men in public life as 
being different from themselves, There are dumb plays in government, matched by some 
in business, In fact, I don't know which brand of wisdom I distrust the most -- 
that of the theorists who have studied a business but never run one, or that of the 
executives who have run a business, but never studied it. Private enterprise in 
America today is in a situation where chiefly its own workers are its customers, and 
its customers are its own workers. Unless it can keep the circle of goods and wages 
moving then the government directly and brazenly must fill the gap in employment on 
one hand, and the needs for goods on the other, 

MR. ROGERS: Following Mr. Jackson to the microphone came a big man with an 
unruly shock of hair and a robust voice ....e do you remember? 

MR. WILLKIE: For several years now we have been listening to a bedtime story 
telling us that the men who hold office in Washington are, by their very positions, 
endowed with a special virtue, that they are men of far vision, of exceptional ability 
and capacity. Businessmen, on the other hand, particularly so-called big businessmen, 
are pictured as the ruthless dictators of sprawling industrial empires with no real 
ability except the talent for collecting money for themselves, The main problem is to 
restore confidence of investors in American business, and to do this will require more 
than pleasant speaking on the part of the government, For several years the government 
has taken definite action to show its hostility to business, It mst now take definite 
action to demonstrate the sincerity of its desire to cooperate. The American people 
should be spared the confusion of hearing what one government official says in friend- 
ship today denied by another in hostility tomorrow, At this critical point in our 
nation's history, it should seem fitting that business and government should bear in 
mind the warning which Abraham Lincoln gave to the two factions into which this coun- 
try was dividing at the time of his first inaugural address: "I am loathe to close, 
We are not enemies, but friends. We must not be enemies," 

MR. ROGERS: Yes, those were stormy years in American politics -- and Wendell 
Willkie was to play a leading part in the limelight of public opinion. Little dream- 
ing of it that night in 1938, when he made his first network radio appearance on Town 
Meeting, Wendell Willkie, two years later, was to be chosen as the GOP's Presidential 
candidate 

MR. WILLKIE: I accept the nomination of the Republican party for President 
of the United States, I accept it in the spirit in which it was given at our conven- 
tion in. Philadelphia, the spirit of dedication. I herewith dedicate myself, with all 
my heart, with all my mind and with all my soul to make this nation strong. I propose 


vane during the next 2-1/2 months the President and I appear on public platforms to- 
gether, 
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MR. ROGERS: The election year 1940 saw France fall to Nazi Germany .... the 
battle of Britain was joined .... America started building new ships and planed 
and President Roosevelt hit the campaign trail for a third time, 

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: I still remember ... he is one of that great historic 
trio which has voted consistently against every measure for the relief of agriculture, 
Martin, Barton and Fish, 


MR. ROGERS: The voters returned FDR to office by a margin of five million 
votes, 


PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: Yesterday, December 7, 191, a date which will live in 
infamy, the United States of America was suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval 
and air forces of the Empire of Japan. 

MR. ROGERS: Our nation was at war and the political complexion of the early 
forties was clouded with the all-out struggle for victory. But, despite a tragic war, 
Americans by nature are always ready for a good political fracas. In 1944, Germany was 
raining buzz bombs on Britain. Allied troops invaded France, General MacArthur was 
leading the battles to recapture the Philippines. And onthe home front, the big politi- 
cal issue was the Fourth Term, 

REP, SPARKMAN: If we should change Presidents now, just when we're getting ready 
for the final punch in this global war, such action, regardless of our real motive, 
would inevitably be interpreted among the nations of the world as a repudiation of 
President Roosevelt's leadership. This is not an honor that we seek to bestow on Mr. 
Roosevelt. It is a job -- a terrible, life-taking job, but one that America in danger 
demands in the interest of her national security. 

MR. ROGERS: Those were the words of Congressman -- now Senator -- John Sparkman 
of Alabama whose views were opposed by former Senator Edward Burke of Nebraska. 

MR. BURKE: A fourth term for President Roosevelt, Congressman Sparkman? No, 
indeed, President Roosevelt should announce without delay that he is not seeking the 
nomination and will not accept it if offered. If he does attempt to perpetuate himself 
in office, he should be decisively defeated. Now, is a fourth term necessary because 
we have a war to win and a peace to make? Do not insult the intelligence of 130 mil- 
lion American people by suggesting that in this great nation one man has become indis- 
pensable, 

MR. ROGERS: The emotional tides of partisan feeling rolled on and the New Deal 
platform fanned the fires of campaign debate between a tiring President Roosevelt and 
the Republican nominee, New York Governor Thomas E, Dewey. A week before the 19h) 
election, Town Meeting hrought to its microphone Harold Ickes, speaking for the Presi- 
dent, and Senator Homer Ferguson, campaigning for Governor Dewey. Secretary Ickes was 
his usual caustic self, 

MR. ICKES: I hold in high regard the man who will espouse the hopeless cause 
tonight of Thomas E. Dewey, the candidate who seeks to lead his Trojan horse, filled 
with isolationists, into the White House. Governor Dewey is fortunate in having so 
able an advocate, He needs the best that there is. Governor Dewey's tinker-toy ap- 
prach to foreign affairs is not only mischievous, it is positively dangerous. His 
adolescent playing with fire disqualifies him as a participant in peace negotiations. 
America coule not afford to send to the peace table a man who had already aroused the 
mistrust of those with whom he mst negotiate. I suggest that nothing so adequately 
portrays Mr. Dewey's conception of Mr. Dewey as the famous lines written by Rostand 
in "The Chantecler." “I fall back dazzled at beholding myself all rosy red, at hav- 
ing, I myself, caused the sun to rise."' It is time for deeds and not for words, The 
Republican party in 1920 -- my own party in that year -- deliberately betrayed the 
American people on the same issue and in almost the same words as those of Governor 
Dewey this year, This is no time to be sending a child to market, As you know, Ameri- 
can citizens do not like to be double-crossed, That is why on November 7 they will 
contime at the helm the pilot who led us through the darkness of the depression, the 
commander~in-chief who is bringing us to victory on the battlefields, Franklin D,. 
Roosevelt. i 

MR. ROGERS: Then, Michigan's Senator Ferguson said .... 
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SEN. FERGUSON: Here out over this great land listening in tonight, you can 
measure the soundness of the National Administration by three yardsticks: First, 
by the principles it preaches; second, by the policies it practices; and third, by 
the people who are its agents and promoters. By any one of these three yardsticks 
and by all of those three yardsticks, the Roosevelt Administration is bankrupt. The 
man who wants to be President for sixteen years told us only a few months ago that 
we would have to take his next four years sight unseen. He was not going to campaign 
in the usual sense, but, my oh my, how times have changed. In a big way, all of a 
sudden, they are all hitting the campaign trail. Why, look at my old friend, Mr, 
Ickes, here. You know he has a job -- in fact, he has 38 jobs in the New Deal. He 
is Secretary of the New Deal's Interior, When on November 7th American voters again 
vote, they will vote for a sound national administration. They will vote for oppor= 
tunity in business and in labor, for honesty in government, and Dewey in the White 
House. 

MR. ROGERS: Political temperatures were high and it was a rough and tumble 
campaign, Tom Dewey hit hard, 

GOV. DEWEY: This is a campaign against an administration which was conceived in 
defeatism, which failed for eight straight years to restore our domestic economy, which 
has been the most wasteful, extravagent and incompetent administration in the history 
of the nation and, worst of all, one which has lost faith in itself and in the American 
people. 

MR. ROGERS: FDR was never without a sharp reply. 

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT: These Republican leaders have not been content with at= 
tacks on me, on my wife, or on my sons. Now, not content with that. thev now include 
my little dog, Fala, 

MR. ROGERS: The Democratic party won that 194), election by a plurality of 
three and a half million votes, President Roosevelt was to live out only a few months 
of his term and Harry S. Truman took the oath of office on April 12, 1945. 

By 1948, the nation had made the transition from war to peace, On the politi- 
cal scene, there came a third party movement headed by former Vice President Henry A, 
Wallace, His running mate was Senator Glen Taylor, who said: 

SEN. TAYLOR: In electing Henry Wallace the American people will serve notice 
on the world and particularly Russia, that we have repudiated the warmakers and that 
we want peace, And in those changed circumstances, I am confident that Henry Wallace 
could bring an honorable end to the cold war, make it possible for the Russians and 
ourselves to stop our imperialistic and expansionist tactics, secure a just and honor- 
able peace for all concerned, and then proceed to rebuild the United Nations and bring 
about world disarmament, 

MR. ROGERS: Columnist Dorothy Thompson took v j 
Taylor's “stand: hy p iolent exception to Senator 

MISS THOMPSON: The support for this so-called liberal party is very strange. 
Not one of the great labor unions, including those who want a real American labor 
party, is backing it. Apart from the Commnist press, no outstanding left wing news- 
paper supports the movement. Where are Mrs. Roosevelt, Harold Ickes. Frank Graham 
Ben Cohen, David Lilienthal, William 0. Douglas, Robert Jackson, or any of the old 
prominent New Dealers, except Rex Tugwell? Gone, Senator Taylor, gone with the wind! 
Mr, Wallace's foreign policy does not differ in a single important detail from the 
Communists: We should get out of Europe. We should bring Europe into the Ruhr. We 
let the Communists take China. We should disarm, And then we should nesdiiademtitn 
the Russians, A bright idea, thank you! 

MR. ROGERS: Then, Senator Taylor in rebuttal, 

eo : Miss Thompson has taken the usual course of 
party as Red, I may say that Adolf Hitler smeared everybody that pier meaeisien 
as being Reds, and they woke up one day and found that they were enslaved by fasci 
Miss Thompson asks where are the liberals, and she gives a long list of Sued and mee 
they are gone with the wind, I can tell you where the liberals are, Miss Tho sae 
They are on the outside looki ibleiene 
y ooking in, just like the Southern Democrats, 
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MR. ROGERS At this time, there were those who claimed that our two-party 
system was failing. Former California Congressman George Outland told Town Meeting 
listeners.... 

REP, OUTLAND: To the degree that a party thinks first only of winning and 
holding office, to the extent that it places power above policy and patronage above 
service, it is contributing to the breakdown of our two party system. Political 
parties are not =- or rather I should day they should not -- be ends in themselves. 
They should be the means to the obtaining of ends, When either the Republican or 
the Democratic party considers itself an end and not the means for the achieving of 
broad, social and economic goals desired by the American people, it is then contri- 
buting toward the failure of the two-party system. 
nk MR. ROGERS: Congressman Outland was answered by Goodwin J, Knight of Cali-- 

orhia. 

GOV. KNIGHT: Thank you very much, Mr, Outland. I have enjoyed listening to 
your very fervent New Deal speech which I claim was your complete right to make here 
today. Apparently, ladies and gentlemen, Mr. Outland believes that the two-party 
system was working successfully in 1932 when the people turned the Republicans out, 
but now feels that it is falling and failing since last year the people brought the 
Republicans back in. Far from being a failure, our system is today more vital and 
just as useful as at any time in our history. Ladies and gentlemen, the twosparty 
System is a great voluntary institution. It is functioning in a world where the Four 
Freedoms have become a hollow mockery and tyrants and sawdust Caesars are still beat- 
ing up little people all over the world because they dare to hope for the kind of 
freedom you and I enjoy. 

MR. ROGERS: On this issue, Socialist leader Norman Thomas had a few words to 
say. 

MR. THOMAS: Under our Constitution and under our set of customs, there is no 
question that this is and will have to be a two-party country. Never in my life did 
I run to create a third party. I ran in the hope of setting in motion forces which 
would realign the party division. I fully agree that multiplicity of parties is not 
good, especially under the conditions in America, To a certain extent it's a good 
thing, probably, that our parties are coalitions, rather than parties in the techni~ 
cal sense, bound together by principle. That is to say, I do not think in a country 
like ours that you can have too rigid requirements of agreement in advance, but I do 
think you need principles to divide parties, instead of mere desire for office, 

MR. ROGERS: But the two major parties did have their troubles in 1948. The 
Democratic party was divided among supporters of Henry Wallace's Progressives -- 
while Southerners opposed President Truman's stand on civil rights. Supporting Mr. 
Truman's candidacy was Senator Francis J. Myers of Pennsylvania, 

SEN. MYERS: We need in the presidency today, dboye alji.elsé, a man who stands 
for those things which we who believed in and who loved Roosevelt consider most impor- 
tant to America -- a man who stands for real and effective international cooperation 
against aggression, and for peace, and for full political and economic democracy. And 
President Truman is such a man, 

MR. ROGERS: But another Democrat, Governor Ben Laney of Arkansas, argued 
aeainst the renomination of President Truman. 

‘i GOV. LANEY: I oppose the nomination of President Truman, We do know where 
he stands. First, I submit that his work as an administrative and executive officer 
has been weak, Let me ask you, Senator Myers, what great questions have been settled 
since he became President? I recommend the nomination of any Democrat, tried, true, 
capable and willing to go all-out to save America from the vicious infiltration and 
adoption of untried, tained, discolored proposals designed to remake the American way 
of life. For these reasons, I oppose the nomination of President Truman. 

MR. ROGERS: The Republican field was wide open. Among the names we heard were 
those of Senator Taft, Harold Stassen, Arthur Vandenberg, Earl Warren and -= nominee 
for the second time -- Thomas EL, Dewey. 
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GOV. DEWEY: In all humility, I accept the nomination. I am happy to be 
able to say to you that I come to you unfettered by a single obligation or promise 
to any living person. 

MR. ROGERS: And Harry S. Truman genially whistle-stopped his way across the 
country in a style unique in Presidential campaigning. 

MR. TRUMAN: I'm Harry S. Truman. I work for the government and I'm trying 
to keep my job. We're out to win this election and we're going to do that on the 
2nd day of November. 

MR. ROGERS: The pollsters said he didn't have a chance. That long night in 
November of 1948 is well-recorded in the annals of American political history. Many 
people went to bed -- and many newspapers went to bed, too -=- confident of a Republi- 
can victory. But, the night wore on -- and a sleepy nation learned a lesson in vote 
counting. Out in Missouri, the man from Independence had a good night's rest. 

MR. TRUMAN: I had a sandwich and a glass of buttermilk and went to bed at 
6:30. Long about 12 o'clock I happened to wake up, for some reason, and the radio 
was turned on and Mr. Kaltenborn was saying: While the President is a million votes 
ahead in the popular vote, we have yet to hear ... and we are very sure that when 
the complete vote comes in, Mr. Truman will have been defeated by an overwhelming 
majority. And I went back to bed and went back to sleep. 

MR. ROGERS: And while President Truman played the piano, time rolled on, -- 
on to another Presidential campaign -- that of 1952, Again there were many hopefuls 
in each party. They and their spokesmen came to the Town Meeting platform, 

SEN. KERR: I ama candidate for the Presidential nomination of the Democratic 
party for these reasons: I want to lead the Democratic party this fall in a vigorous 
fighting campaign which will make the record and program of our party clear to every 
voter, 

SEN. BREWSTER: The confidence in Congress and in the country in Bob's intelli- 
gence, indefatigable industry and complete integrity is a priceless asset for the 
American people and the world in restoring confidence in government, upon which alone 
an enduring structure of peace can be erected. And these are some of the reasons why, 
in my judgment, Bob Taft should and will be the next President of the United States. 

MR. HARRIMAN: I stand for a fighting campaign on all the issues. I have faith 
in expanding life in America, a great America, I believe we mst bring to every citi- 
zen what is at stake at home and abroad -- the prosperity of our people and leadership 
in the world for peace, 

MR. ROGERS: Finally, for the Democrats, all was settled in their convention, 

GOV. STEVENSON: I accept your nomination and your program. And now, my friends, 
that you have made your decision, I will fight to win that office will all my heart and 
my soul, 

MR. ROGERS: The GOP convened at the height of an active battle for delegate 
support between Senator Taft and citizen forces promoting the candidacy of Dwight D, 
Eisenhower, 

GOV. McKELDIN: It is with pride that I place before this convention for 
President of the United States the name of Dwight David Eisenhower, 

GENERAL EISENHOWER; You have summoned me on behalf of millions of your fellow 
Americans who lead a great crusade for freedom in America and freedom in the world, 

I know something of the solemn responsibilities of leading a crusade. I have led one. 
I take up this task, therefore, in the spirit of deep obligation, Mindful of its bur- 
dens and of its decisive importance, I accept your summons. I will lead this crusade. 

_ MR. ROGERS: And, as has been going on through all these years and in all these 
campaigns, the representatives of the two great parties met in Town Meeting for de- 
bate. This time, Mr, Walter Williams, Chairman of the Citizens for Eisenhower. de- 
bated with Congressman Emanuel Celler, ; 

MR. WILLIAMS: I believe the American people have an increasing sense of 
urgency as to the need for the right kind of a decision this fall, and that decision 
in my opinion, will be the election of Dwight D,. Eisenhower, : 
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REP. CELLFR: I admit the Republicans are very much troubled with the re~ 
peated victories of the Democrats, but not the people of the United States, With 
our liberal platform and Governor Stevenson's outstanding qualities of leadership, 
we cannot miss, There are 22 million die-hard Democrats in this land, There are 
18 million die-hard Republicans, That gives us an edge immediately of million, 
and where are the 1,100,000 voters who voted for Wallace going? Are they going to 
the reactionary Republican palace guard that surrounds General Eisenhower -- like 
McCarthy, who addressed the convention, and Kem, and Watkins and Cain and men of 
that stamp and character? Why that General will be fenced in by those men, 

MR. WILLIAMS: There are a good many things that I'd like to say by way of 
reply to Mr. Celler's remarks. In the first place, concerning his last statement 
about Mr, Eisenhower being fenced in -- he just isn't the kind of a guy that gets 
fenced in -- and I'd like to have that upon the record, 

MR. ROGERS: And when the ballots were counted, General Eisenhower was 
victorious by six and a half million votes, The Republican party had returned to 
power for the first time in twenty years, 

GENERAL FISENHOWER: Wherever I am, I will end each day thinking of millions 


of American homes, large and small; of fathers and mothers working and sacrificing 
to make sure that their children are well cared for -- free from fear -- full of 
good hope for the future -- proud citizens of a country that will stand among the 
nations as a leader of a peaceful and prosperous world, 

MR. ROGERS: In this hour we have covered a span of twenty years on the 
American political scene, We have been reminded of some of the great events once 
argued from the village street corner to the very White House itself, Through 
these years -- no- matter how burning the issue, no matter how oratorical or soft- 
spoken the speaker -- no matter how quietly attentive or how violently demonstrative 
the audience -- it seems that one fact comes through: difficult as our problems may 
appear, each of us can share in their solution by bringing them out to the light for 


all to see through honest and free exchange of opinion in the open meeting. Fortu- 


nately, for us, that's the way it is with Politics, U.S.A. 


Producer and Editor: William R, Traum 
Editorial Supervision: Harriet C. Halsband 
Direction (ABC): Richard Ritter 


Recording Engineer: Phil Pollard 


She 


For Your Own Library.... 


“TOWN MEETING” RECORD ALBUMS 
“POLITICS, U. S. A.” 


Will be produced as a Long Play Album 


. an exciting, historically important record! 
Write to Town Hall for advance notice of release. 


KKK KK XK 


AVAILABLE NOW... 


ANOTHER COLLECTION OF FAMOUS “TOWN MEETING” 
BROADCASTS 


“TOWN MEETING: A 20-YEAR CAVALCADE” 


Retail Price $4.98 


At your record dealer—or send check or money order to: 


TOWN HALL, INC. 
123 West 43rd St. 
New York 36, N. Y. 


